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Forthcoming in 1992..... 


Continuing series 


FFOL - FDDI Follow-On LAN 


Series Editor: Dr Robert L Fink, Lawrence Berkeley 
Laboratory, CA, USA 


Starting January/February 1992 


The need for a follow-on to FDDI was apparent even 
in the late 1980s. FDDI was being heralded as the 
Ethernet of the 1990s, and just as Ethernet had needed 
FDDI as a backbone LAN, so FDDI will need what is 
now known as FFOL. 

Throughout 1992 this continuing series will 
address the exciting new high performance FFOL LAN 
technology, with papers focusing on different aspects 
of the emerging standard. The series editor is vice chair 
of the X3T9.5 FFOL working group, so is ideally placed 
to highlight this emerging technology. 

The first series paper, co-authored by Dr Fink 
with Floyd E Ross, vice chair of the X3T9.5 Task Group 
and author of four basic FDDI standards, serves as an 
introduction to FFOL. Future papers will examine 
specific components of the FFOL standard. 


Special issue 


Practical uses of FDTs in 
communications and 
distributed systems 


Guest Editor: Dr Gordon Blair, Distributed Multi- 
media Research Group, University of Lancaster, UK 


Published March 1992 


Formal description techniques have considerable pot- 
ential for the designers of communications and distrib- 
uted systems as they allow systems behaviour to be 
captured unambiguously, and they support reasoning 
about the correctness of a system specification. The 
impact of FDTs on these areas is, however, minimal, 
with a substantial gap existing between theoretical 
work on FDTs and their practical application... 

This special issue aims to investigate the use 
of FDTs in the development of practical systems, 
provide exposure to current research in a variety of 
FDTs, and to evaluate the applicability of FDTs in both 
communications and distributed systems. 
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